
Music 38 A-B-C-D Syllabus 

Instructor:   Aaron Garner  
    E-mail:  agarner@deltacollege.edu 
    Phone: (209) 954-5214 

Office Hours: M/W	10:30-11:30	AM	and	T/Th	11:00-12:30	PM 
    Office Location: Holt 412 
 
Class Hours:   M – W 7:30 – 8:30 AM 
 
Required Text:  1st /2nd - Keyboard Strategies Master Text I, G. Schirmer 
    3rd/4th - Keyboard Strategies Master Text II, G. Schirmer 
    1st - Scales, Patterns and Improvs, Bk I Hal Leonard 
    2nd - Scales, Patterns and Improvs, Bk II Hal Leonard 
    

Course Description: This course is designed to develop basic keyboarding, 
sight-reading, improvisation, and performance skills for the 
student majoring in music. The course develops the skills 
necessary for satisfactory completion of the piano 
proficiency examinations. The student may receive credit in 
this course for a maximum of four semesters. (UC, CSU) 

Course Objectives: Play major and minor scales 
 Play arpeggios both hands 
 Play standard chord progressions both hands 
 Play chords and their inversions 
 Sight-read simple two-part textures 
 Sight-read simple hymns 
 Transpose single-line melodies 
 Play from a lead sheet 
 Gain skills to pass a typical piano proficiency exam 
 

Note:  Student Learning Outcomes can be found at the 
following link below: 

http://www.deltacollege.edu/div/slo/instructional_services/
index.html 

Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory and necessary to be successful in 
this class.  If absences become excessive, you may be 
dropped from the course (see Student Handbook).  Please 
respect the instructor and your fellow classmates and be on 
time.  If you need to leave class early, please advise the 
instructor in advance.     
Examples of excused absences are: 

  Death in family, doctor visit (with note), 



property being threatened/stolen/damaged within 2 
hours prior to class, conflicting authorized campus 
activities with validation. 

 
    Examples of unexcused absences: 

missed transportation to class, overslept,  alarm 
malfunction, transportation malfunction, prior class 
went over, extra credit activity for another class, job 
interview, work conflict, lesson conflict, illness 
without documentation. 

 
Weekly Quizzes: You will be expected to play every week.  Much of the 

class will be devoted to performing for the instructor.  You 
are expected to practice on your own every day to pass this 
class.  Most students will do well with 45 minutes per day.  
Like any new skill, you must practice on a consistent basis.  
You cannot cram for this class. 

 
Prepared Pieces: Most pieces will be played for the instructor on the 

keyboard at the front of the class.  You may be asked to 
play for the solo or duet for the class. 

 
Scales Minimum tempo is 120 per quarter note. 
 
Final Exam: The final exam will consist of a recital piece in front of the 

class.  A duet is possible with the instructor’s approval.  
You may be asked to play some skill-based etudes.  Final 
is Monday December 17th  6:00-7:50 AM. 

 
Academic	Calendar:		 	 	
https://www.deltacollege.edu/admissions/admissions-records-
registration/registration/registration-calendar-and-class-schedule	
	
 

Grading Policy 
 
Weekly quizzes on skills/pieces  Usually 5 or 10 points each 
 
Grade of A: 1.  Accurate pitches and rhythms 
  2.  Correct fingering 
  3.  Correct tempo and dynamics 
  4.  No stopping 
 
Grade of B: 1.  One or two wrong notes and rhythms 
  2.  Mostly correct fingering and some dynamics 
  3.  Slightly under tempo 
  4.  One start over or a maximum of two breaks in continuity 



 
 
Grade of C: 1.  Everything listed for a B, but with more breaks in continuity 
 2.  Way under tempo and no dynamics 
 3.  Two start overs 
 
Grade of D: 1.  More problems in all areas listed above 
 
Grade of F: 1.  So many problems that the integrity of the piece is destroyed 
 
Refer to the class website for examples of what an A, B, C etc. sounds like. 
 
 
Grading 
 
A = 90% 
B = 80% 
C = 70% 
D = 60% 
F = 59% and below 
 
Final is Monday December 17th 6:00-7:50 AM. 
 
ADA: If you have a documented disability and need accommodations for this class, 

please see me as soon as possible or contact the Disability Support Programs and 
Services (DSPS) for assistance. DSPS is located in the DeRicco Building, 2nd 
Floor. The phone number is (209) 954-5151 x6272 

URL to Student Handbook:  http://www.deltacollege.edu/div/stuserv/StudentResources.html 

The instructor reserves the right to make any necessary changes in the operation of this 
course to better meet the needs of the students. 

 


