
Write a 4-5 page paper on a composer of your choice.  You may pick either a classical or jazz composer.  You could
 also pick a film score composer like John Williams or Danny Elfman.

Here is one possible approach for your paper.  Include a basic overview of the composer's life including background,
 musical training, musical influences and one or two key compositions.

You could also write about one specific work that had a major impact on future composers.  Beethoven's 5th symphony
 is one such example.  If you have a unique idea for a paper and it ties in with the class, run it by me - I love creativity.

Use either MLA or Turabian style for citations.  You can find information on this on the internet.  Here is one link for
 MLA style.

Here is a link to a site that outlines one method of writing an essay, but there are many others as well.  BASIC ESSAY

Provide a bibliography at the end of your paper and include a minimum of two sources.  The bibliography does not
 count as one of the pages of your research paper.

Submit the paper to turnitin.com and make sure you are uploading your final draft.

PLAGIARISM

Whatever you write on, do not copy and paste sentences from the internet and then change a few words - this is
 called plagiarism.  If you do this, your paper will receive a zero and could receive academic discipline.  Your paper
 must be in your own words.  If you quote an author, you must give the writer credit by either using quotations marks or
 footnotes.  For example:  According to John Smith, "Beethoven's 5th Symphony changed the way composers thought
 about the symphony."

PLEASE NOTE THAT COPYING FROM A PAPER OF ANOTHER STUDENT IS PLAGIARISM AND
 TURN-IT-IN.COM WILL SHOW THE PAPER THAT YOU COPIED FROM AS IT SAVES ALL PAPERS
 THAT HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE SITE.  BOTH YOU AND THE STUDENT THAT GAVE YOU
 THE PAPER TO COPY FROM COULD RECEIVE ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE.

Here is a link on PLAGIARISM.

Here is a site that checks for plagiarism.  PLAGIARISM CHECKER

If you get a small percentage of plagiarism, it could be because you wrote some commonly used phrases like
 "Beethoven was born in 1770."

The above links are just a few resources I found, but you can Google plagiarism or how to write a college paper and find
 other helpful sites.

I'm going to repeat the part about plagiarism, "don't do it, you'll get caught." 

http://www.ccc.commnet.edu/library/mla.pdf
http://lklivingston.tripod.com/essay/
http://www.indiana.edu/%7Ewts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml
http://www.plagtracker.com/

